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UM WINS ROTC RANGER CHALLENGE 
MISSOULA -
The Grizzly Battalion ROTC at The University of Montana won the Big Sky Task 
Force Ranger Challenge 2000 in Bozeman Oct. 14. The annual event pits ROTC units from 
UM, Montana State University, Boise State University, Idaho State University and Ricks 
College against one another.
UM came out on top by winning four of six competitive events -  the Army Physical 
Fitness Test, the grenade assault course, orienteering and rope-bridge crossing. The APFT 
measures pushups, sit-ups and a two-mile run. Other events include a 10-kilometer run with a 
25-pound rucksack and weapons disassembly/assembly races.
Lee Kelley, Grizzly Battalion operations officer, said Ranger Challenge 2000 kicked off 
at 6 a.m. and continued nonstop for 12 hours during a day of snow and freezing rain. He said 
the event featured a lot of excitement and mutual respect -  especially when the UM battalion 
accepted the winning plaque and sought-after Ranger Challenge chalice.
UM Officer in Charge Eric Kettenring said he was impressed with his team’s 
performance. “These cadets embody the heart and soul of this program,” he said. “They truly 
strive to do their best through intense teamwork.”
UM’s 82-year-old ROTC program has fared well in the yearly Ranger Challenge since 
it was first held in the 1960s. Next year’s event will be held in UM’s Lubrecht Experimental 
Forest.
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